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Dear Mr. Thomas: 

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) has completed its review of the Maryland State Rail 

Plan 2022 (also referred to as the SRP). 

FRA’s review of the SRP found that it contained the required elements in accordance with 49 

U.S.C. 22705 and FRA’s 2013 State Rail Plan Guidance. This letter serves as notice that FRA 

formally accepts the SRP.  

While FRA finds that this SRP meets the minimum requirements, FRA recommends addressing 

the following points in future updates of the SRP: 

• The State should provide a Passenger and Freight Rail Capital Program Investment Project

Table listing all projects for the 4-year program and the separate 20-year vision, detailing the

following information:

o Project Title

o Short project description, including the need it addresses

o Estimated total capital cost, by year, in year of expenditure dollars

o Non-Public involvement with identification of sources of funds, if any

o Non-Federal public cost with identification of sources of funds

o Federal cost

o Estimated impact, by year, on operating subsidy requirements for the affected

service(s)

o Status (e.g., Planning/Pre-Development, NEPA, Design, Construction, Substantial

Completion, etc.)

• The State should provide an updated statement of public financing issues for rail projects and

service in the State, including a list of current and prospective public capital and operating

funding resources, public subsidies, State taxation, and other financial policies relating to rail
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infrastructure development (49 USC 22705(a)(6)). Other financial policies that should be 

considered include new Federal laws, regulations, or Executive Orders that may impact the 

development of rail infrastructure in the state. 

• In accordance with Appendix 1 of the FRA’s 2013 State Rail Plan Guidance, when discussing

the existing rail system the State should provide additional service and infrastructure details

relating to, for example, train service frequency, train miles, capacity (seat miles), signal-type

data, number of tracks, passengers per route and passengers per station. Please note this is not

an exhaustive list, it is merely representative of information not available in the current

Maryland SRP.

Section 11315(a)(1) of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act (P.L. 114-94, December 

4, 2015) revised the requirement for State-approved plans to be resubmitted to FRA no less 

frequently than once every 4 years (previously 5 years). As such, FRA looks forward to working 

with you on the next iteration of the Maryland State Rail Plan due in November 2026.  

FRA looks forward to a continued partnership with Maryland to build and maintain a safe, reliable, 

and efficient U.S. rail network.  

Sincerely, 

Peter Schwartz 

Acting Director, Office of Railroad Planning & Engineering 



Wes Moore
Governor

Aruna Miller
Lt Governor

Paul J. Wiedefeld
Secretary
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INTRODUCTION
The 2022 Maryland State Rail Plan (Plan) is an update of a 
previous Maryland Statewide Rail Plan that was completed 
in 2015. The 2022 Plan provides: 

 �  An overview of the current and planned rail network 
and services within Maryland

 �  Trends that will impact Maryland’s rail network in the 
future; and

 �  An outline of public and private investments, policies and 
strategies that will help to guide Maryland’s support of 
railroad transportation in the future.

The Plan draws from other planning efforts and outreach 
activities, such as the: 

 � The 2019 MARC Cornerstone Plan

 � The 2040 Maryland Transportation Plan

 � The Northeast Corridor Commission’s Connect 2035

The State Rail Plan was prepared in coordination with:

 � The Maryland Statewide Transit Plan

 � The Maryland State Freight Plan

 � The Maryland State Highway-Rail Grade Crossing Action Plan

 � The State Freight Advisory Committee
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Organization of the Maryland State Rail Plan
The Maryland State Rail Plan has been developed in accordance with the federal Passenger Rail Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 
(PRIIA) and the recently passed federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) of 2021. It serves as a guide and resource to identify 
projects for federal funds through projects and grant applications. In addition to criteria outlined in PRIIA, the Maryland State Rail Plan adheres 
to more detailed guidance issued by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) in 2013.

State Rail Plan Chapters as Prescribed by the FRA

Rail Services Covered by the Maryland State Rail Plan
Rail plans cover commuter rail, provided by MARC in Maryland, intercity passenger rail (Amtrak service), and freight rail. State rail plans do not 
cover rail transit modes, such as light rail or Metrorail, that operate on their own rights of way, apart from the general rail network.

Chapter 1: 
Role of Rail

Articulates transportation goals, 
rail’s role in the transportation 
network, and how the state is 

organized to support rail

Summarizes freight and 
passenger rail infrastructure  

and services

Assesses the performance  
of rail lines

Identifies trends that will  
impact future rail

Identifies top issues  
and opportunities

Identifies initiatives and 
strategies to support rail issues 

and opportunities

Articulates vision, goals,  
and objectives

Lists projects

Provides prioritization and  
a funding plan

Recommends next steps

Summarizes stakeholder 
involvement

Chapter 2: 
State’s Existing  

Rail System

Chapters 3 and 4: Issues 
and Opportunities, 

Initiatives and 
Investments

Chapter 5: 
Service and 

Investment Program

Chapter 6: 
Coordination and  

Review

Commuter Rail Intercity Passenger Rail Freight Rail



Maryland State Rail Plan Outreach
The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) is committed to engaging rail stakeholders and the public in all rail planning activities. The 
State Rail Plan has been prepared in a way that provides adequate and reasonable notice and opportunity for comment and input from a variety 
of stakeholders. Stakeholders were engaged through:

Advisory Committee Meetings
An advisory committee of key stakeholders from railroads, state agencies, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), and other rail 
organizations met twice during the State Rail Plan development. 

Topical Meetings
Three meetings were held with key stakeholders regarding 1) passenger rail, 2) large railroad, DC/Baltimore issues, 3) small railroads in more 
rural areas.

6                                       2022 MARYLAND STATE RAIL PLAN  



Online Surveys
217 responses were received to an online survey posted on the 
project website.

Interviews
15 one-on-one interviews were conducted with various rail 
stakeholders as follow-ups to the larger stakeholder meetings. 

Rail Plan Website
State Rail Plan summary materials were made available on the 
Agency’s website, mdot.Maryland.gov/RailPlan, along with the ability 
to provide comments on the State Rail Plan.

Outreach to Neighboring States
Surveys were sent to neighboring states regarding multistate rail 
issues, needs, and opportunities.

Railroad Interviews and Data Collection
All railroads, including MARC, were sent information requests, with 
follow up interviews, to understand the characteristics of their 
systems, rail needs, and general views on rail-related issues and 
opportunities in Maryland.

MDOT The Secretary’s Office (TSO) of Planning and Capital 
Programming including the Rail and Intermodal Freight Group

MDOT Maryland Port Administration (MDOT MPA)

MDOT Maryland Transit Administration (MDOT MTA)

MDOT State Highway Administration (MDOT SHA)

Maryland Department of Commerce

Maryland Department of Planning

Maryland Department of Labor

Tradepoint Atlantic

Amtrak

CSX Transportation

Norfolk Southern

Baltimore Regional Transportation Board

National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board

Hagerstown/Eastern Panhandle MPO

Cumberland Area MPO

Salisbury/Wicomico MPO

Calvert-St. Mary’s MPO

Wilmington Area Planning Council (WILMAPCO)

State Rail Plan Advisory Committee
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Development of Vision, Goals, 
Objectives, and Strategies
The State Rail Plan vision, goals, and objectives have been 
developed to be consistent with the overall MDOT vision and 
mission, as well as with the Maryland Transportation Plan (MTP) 
goals and PRIIA requirements.

Rail Plan 
Vision

Rail Plan 
Goals

PRIIA Requirements

MDOT Vision 
& Mission MTP Goals

Rail Plan 
Objectives

Freight and 
Passenger 

Rail 
Strategies

Maryland State Rail Plan

8                                       2022 MARYLAND STATE RAIL PLAN  

Maryland State Rail Plan Vision
“Freight and passenger rail is a well-maintained, sustainable and 
intermodal component of the transportation system that supports  
the equitable, safe, convenient, and efficient movement of people 

and goods within and through Maryland.”



Maryland State Rail Plan Goals
The Rail Plan echoes the MTP and focuses similarly on the following seven goals:

 �  Safe, Secure, and Resilient – Enhance the safety and 
security of Maryland’s multimodal transportation system and 
provide a transportation system that is resilient to natural and 
man-made disasters.

 �  Economic Opportunity – Invest in and pursue opportunities 
to promote system improvements that support economic 
development, reduce congestion, and improve the movement 
of people and goods.

 �  System Maintenance and Modernization – Preserve, 
maintain, and modernize the state’s existing transportation 
infrastructure and assets.

 �  Quality and Efficiency – Increase the use of technologies 
and operational improvements to enhance transportation 
service and communication systems to satisfy customers.

 �  Environmental Protection and Sensitivity – Deliver 
sustainable transportation infrastructure improvements that 
protect and reduce impacts to Maryland’s natural, historic, and 
cultural resources.

 �  Transportation Choice and Connections – Improve 
transportation connections to support alternative options for 
the equitable movement of people and goods.

 �  Fiscal Responsibility – Ensure responsible investment and 
management of taxpayer resources to add value and deliver 
quality transportation improvements through performance-
based decision-making and innovative funding mechanisms 
and partnerships.

MISSION STATEMENT
“The Maryland Department of  Transportation is a customer-driven leader 
that delivers safe, sustainable, intelligent, and exceptional transportation 
solutions in order to connect our customers to life’s opportunities.”
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MARYLAND  
RAIL LINES
Maryland’s rail network is comprised of about 886 miles of 
active track, owned and operated1 by a variety of railroads

 �  Class I railroads are defined as companies generating 
over $504,803,294 in annual operating revenues. 
Maryland is served by two Class I railroads, CSX 
Transportation (CSX) and Norfolk Southern Railway (NS).

 �  Class II railroads are defined as companies generating 
annual operating revenue between $39,194,876 and 
$489,935,956. No Class II railroad owns or leases 
trackage in Maryland, but the Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway 
operates about 25 miles within the state on trackage rights 
over CSX from the Pennsylvania border to Hagerstown.

 �  Class III railroads are also known as “short lines” and are 
defined as companies generating less than $40,384,263 in 
annual operating revenues. Seven Class III railroads operate  
in Maryland.

 �  The National Passenger Railroad Corporation, or Amtrak, is a 
federally supported corporation that operates nearly all intercity 
passenger rail service in the U.S. Most intercity passenger service 
in Maryland operates on the Northeast Corridor (Washington DC - 
Boston), owned entirely by Amtrak within the state’s boundaries.

1 Here the operator is defined as the company/organization that 
controls the movement of trains on a given segment of track. 
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 �  The Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland 
Transit Administration (MDOT MTA) MARC Train service 
operates mostly on lines owned by Amtrak or CSX, but also 
owns three miles of track in Frederick County that hosts both 
MARC commuter service and CSX freight traffic.

 �  Tourist/Excursion railroads operate passenger service 
as entertainment and do not serve commuter or intercity 
customers. 
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Commodities that Move by Rail to/from Maryland
Many of the commodities that move by rail to or from Maryland are raw materials, but the Maryland rail system handles a variety of other 
products as well.

 �  Coal is the highest-volume commodity category handled by Maryland’s rail system, 
shipped to the Port of Baltimore for export or coal-fired power plants in Maryland.

 �  Nonmetallic minerals is the second highest commodity category, including sand, 
gravel, clay and crushed stone, and mostly consists of crushed and broken stone 
shipped to Maryland.

 �  The third highest commodity category on Maryland’s rail system is Chemicals, 
including industrial chemicals, plastics and synthetic resins, which are shipped to or 
from Maryland.

 �  Waste and scrap are shipped from Maryland to disposal sites in other states.

 �  Stone, clay, and glass primarily moves outbound from Maryland, including primarily 
hydraulic cement, but also glassware, pottery, gypsum, plaster, and stone products.

 �  Transportation equipment primarily move inbound to Maryland and consists largely 
of finished vehicles.

 �  Food products are primarily shipped inbound to Maryland by rail, and are mostly flour 
and beverages.

 � Intermodal containers are more inbound to Maryland.

 �  Lumber and wood products arrive inbound to Maryland by rail.

Shipper Access to the Rail Network
Shippers access the rail network through direct access onto their property through sidings and spurs, or indirectly through multimodal 
facilities. Multimodal Freight Facilities enable the transfer of freight between rail and other modes of transportation. 

 �  Intermodal terminals facilitate the transfer of intermodal containers and trailers between truck and rail or between rail and 
container ships.

 �  Automotive ramps provide for loading and unloading finished vehicles on or off railroad cars to either truck or maritime modes.

 �  Port facilities facilitate the transfer of freight between marine vessels and rail, including bulk commodities.

 �  Transload facilities provide for the transfer of non-containerized freight between trucks and railroad cars for multiple shippers whose 
facilities may not be directly served by rail.
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Origins and Destinations of Freight that Moves by Rail in Maryland
 � Baltimore City and Baltimore County accounted for 71% of tons by rail to/from Maryland in 2019

 �  Maryland’s largest trading partners by rail are Pennsylvania/West Virginia (coal), followed by Maryland, Virginia, Illinois and Ohio
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Amtrak Services in Maryland
Amtrak provides intercity passenger rail services in Maryland, while commuter rail is provided by the MDOT MTA MARC Train service. All Amtrak 
routes pass over the Northeast Corridor, except the Capitol Limited service, which operates over CSX between Washington, D.C. and Chicago 
via Cumberland. Maryland supports intercity passenger rail services through contributions to capital improvements on the Northeast Corridor, 
with MARC Penn Line cost sharing. Amtrak operates several services in Maryland serving six stations:

 �  Acela and Northeast Regional Services operate exclusively on Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor, between Washington, D.C. and New 
York, NY or Boston, MA

 �  State supported routes operating on the Northeast Corridor in Maryland to points in Virginia, North Carolina, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and Vermont with subsidies from those states

 �  Amtrak long distance routes pass through Maryland on routes over 750 miles or greater
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2019 Amtrak Ridership 
by Maryland Stations

Amtrak Routes in Maryland
Route Name Origin Destination 2019 Weekday Frequency 2019 Ridership (entire Route)

Route off the Northeast Corridor (Stopping at Rockville and Cumberland Stations)
Capitol Limited Chicago, IL Washington, D.C. Daily 209,578

Northeast Corridor Routes
Acela Express Washington, D.C. New York, NY and Boston, MA 16 Roundtrips 3,577,455

Northeast Regional Washington, D.C. New York, NY and Boston, MA 13 Roundtrips 8,018,088

State Supported Routes on the Northeast Corridor

Virginia Northeast Regional Roanoke, Newport News, Norfolk, 
Richmond, VA New York, NY and Boston, MA 6 Roundtrips 924,657

Carolinian Charlotte, NC New York, NY Daily 244,779

Vermonter Washington, D.C. St. Albans, VT Daily 99,280

Long Distance Routes on the Northeast Corridor
Cardinal Chicago, IL New York, NY Three Days per Week 108,935

Crescent New Orleans, LA New York, NY Daily 295,180

Palmetto Savannah, GA New York, NY Daily 345,342

Silver Meteor Miami, FL New York, NY Daily 353,466

Silver Star Miami, FL New York, NY Daily 389,995
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Brunswick Line

Host Railroad CSX

Weekday Trains (2019) 18 (less frequent service to points  
west of Germantown)

Reverse Commute Service Unavailable

Midday Service Limited Availability

Weekend Service Unavailable

 Penn Line

Host Railroad Amtrak Northeast Corridor

Weekday Trains (2019) 57 (less frequent service to points  
north of Baltimore)

Reverse Commute Service Available

Midday Service Available

Weekend Service Available

Camden Line

Host Railroad CSX

Weekday Trains (2019) 21

Reverse Commute Service Available

Midday Service Unavailable

Weekend Service Unavailable

MDOT MTA MARC Service
Commuter rail service in Maryland operates under the MARC brand, created in 1984 by the Maryland State Railroad Administration (SRA) 
and now a service of MDOT MTA. The MARC system today is comprised of three lines terminating at Washington, D.C. Union Station: the 
Penn Line, Camden Line, and Brunswick Line. 

MARC service primarily provides commuter access to employment centers during peak hours. The busiest MARC stations are on the 
Northeast Corridor (Penn Line) between Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, which hosts the most frequent service. Measured by weekday 
boardings, MARC is the largest user of Washington Union Station.
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Passenger Rail Needs – Northeast Corridor Projects
Many of the project needs on the Northeast Corridor in Maryland would replace aging infrastructure with new, higher capacity infrastructure.
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The B&P Tunnel Replacement would relieve a major chokepoint on the Northeast Corridor by replacing a 150-year old tunnel at the end of its useful life. 
The new tunnel would provide for greater operating speeds and capacity, and modern ventilation systems. Est. cost: $4.5 billion.1

The Susquehanna River Bridge Replacement would replace a 110-year old two track lift bridge over the Susquehanna River with a new four track fixed 
bridge with higher capacity, increased safety, reliability, faster trip times. Est. cost: $1.1 billion. 2

Additional Track and other capacity improvements north of Baltimore would enable future expansion of rail services.3

The Bush River Bridge Replacement would replace an unreliable 110-year old two track moveable bridge with a new fixed higher capacity bridge, improving 
the capacity and reliability. Ext. Cost: $447 million.4

The Gunpowder Falls Bridge Replacement would replace an unreliable 110-year old two track fixed bridge with a new fixed higher capacity bridge, 
improving the capacity and reliability. Ext. Cost: $614 million.5

The Baltimore Penn Station is undergoing a $50 million renovation and an additional $40 million station and platform expansion. This will be complemented 
by a public/private development of $500 million. 6

New Carrollton Station Track 1 Platform would provide a 3rd boarding platform, increasing operational flexibility so that additional trains can operate in 
this area. Est. cost: $36 million.7

Amtrak is completing signal improvements to increase speed and capacity. A 4th track between Washington and Baltimore would increase capacity further.8

The BWI Airport Platform Expansion project would enable platform boarding from all 3 tracks and add 9 miles of 4th track to increase capacity.  
Est. cost: $600 million.9



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY                                         19

1

9

7

3

5

2

4

6

8



MARC Capital Needs
MDOT MTA has identified a series of initiatives that will support its goals to provide safe, efficient, reliable service with world class 
customer service.

The MARC train fleet comprises 177 railcars and 46 locomotives which must be periodically overhauled and replaced to maintain 
dependable service. As they age, MARC locomotives and railcars will require overhaul (Est. Cost: $142 million) and eventual replacement 
(Est. Cost $1.5 billion)

MDOT MTA MARC service maintains 42 stations. Like other MARC assets, stations require operating and capital investments. Initiatives include:

 �  MDOT MTA continues to improve station access, including sidewalk, crosswalk, parking, and other improvements.  
Est. Cost: $104 million

 � Stations will require rehabilitation and renovation. Est. Cost: $192 million

 �  19 stations on the Brunswick and Camden line require elimination of at-grade pedestrian track crossings to improve safety.  
Est. Cost: $370 million

 � Transit oriented development projects are encouraged to support multimodal access to station areas

 �  Other stations have been proposed for the MARC system, such as the Bayview MARC intermodal station.  
Est. Cost: $73 million

MARC shares costs with host railroads. Cost sharing for the Amtrak Northeast Corridor is per a formula developed pursuant to federal 
legislation. Est. Cost over 20 years: $480 million. MARC also supports improvements to the Brunswick and Camden Lines through a joint 
benefits agreement with CSX. Ext. Cost over 20 years: $108 million

New services and frequencies on MARC lines would require negotiations with host railroads and additional track capacity and yard, 
maintenance capacity, as well as additional equipment.
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MDOT MTA is responsible for maintaining, and improving the Frederick Branch. Est. Cost: $10 million1
Purchasing the Brunswick Yard Maintenance Facility from CSX would improve MARC maintenance capabilities. Est. Cost: $40 million2

Providing a new Penn Line Storage Yard would enable MARC to relocate train storage from Penn Station in Baltimore. Est. Cost: $40 million4
Expanding Martin’s Yard would allow additional train storage.5
MDOT MTA is acquiring the Riverside Maintenance Facility from CSX, which will expand maintenance capabilities. Est. Cost: $80 million6

The Penn-Camden Connector is a proposed new non-revenue connection between the MARC Penn and Camden lines, which would increase efficiency and 
allow equipment to be stored/ maintained at a central location. Est. Cost: $40 million3
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MARC Connections to Adjoining Regional Rail Systems
Stakeholders highlighted that regional rail networks, including MARC, the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transit Authority (SEPTA), and the Virginia 
Railway Express (VRE), are currently shaped by both political boundaries and by travel markets. Integrating these networks could increase 
travel options to better connect regional activity centers and provide a more seamless journey for rail customers. These journeys could be 
enhanced by extending existing service and connecting services in Washington, D.C. and northern Delaware to create convenient and seamless 
transfers between services, and providing Marylanders access to jobs, activity centers, and more transportation options. Integration of 
ticketing and fare payment information systems can also improve these services. We would like to continue planning for the potential expansion 
of capacity and connections for passenger rail within Maryland and beyond; however, please note that these improvements are potential 
considerations and are not currently planned or funded capital projects.

Run Through Service to Northern Virginia
Extension of MARC service south of Union Station has long been a goal of multiple jurisdictions and stakeholders. The Commonwealth of 
Virginia has recently embarked upon an ambitious program of capacity improvements in Northern Virginia and the District of Columbia known 
as “Transforming Rail in Virginia” that could make run through service more feasible. Extensions of MARC service south of Union Station would 
provide riders better access to local transit connections on the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) Metrorail system and 
access to employment and activity centers. 

Ticketing
Stakeholders would like better integration of ticketing so that ticketholders can seamlessly transfer between regional rail and transit systems.

Connection to SEPTA
The MARC Cornerstone Plan identifies a MARC connection to SEPTA at Newark, DE, as a long-term service strategy. Currently, no commuter 
rail connection exists between MARC Perryville and SEPTA Newark stations. Stakeholders have suggested Newark, DE as a potential 
interchange point, as recent improvements to the Newark station could provide capacity to facilitate a connection. A new storage/layover and 
a new maintenance facility could be needed to support the extension of MARC Penn Line service. A study commissioned by the Wilmington 
Area Planning Council (WILMAPCO) estimated a potential 6% ridership increase on the MARC Penn Line by connecting MARC and SEPTA at 
Newark, DE with a new Elkton, MD station.
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Maryland’s Freight Rail Needs 
Many of Maryland’s freight rail needs relate to intermodal service and access to the Port of Baltimore or to the state’s short line and 
regional railroads.

Short Line and Tourist Railroad Projects 
Maryland’s short line railroads have recommended a series of project needs. Tourist railroads also recommended freight projects/opportunities 
on rail lines they operate.

Howard Street Tunnel
As of 2022, the largest single obstacle to intermodal rail shipments at the Port of Baltimore is the clearance of the Howard Street Tunnel. 
Vertical Clearance on this 1.7-, 126-year old tunnel is 18 inches lower than the 21 feet required for double stack intermodal operations. 
Double stack trains are more efficient than single stack intermodal service because more containers can be loaded on a train and the cost per 
container is less. Double stack has become the industry standard, and the project will reconstruct the tunnel to accommodate double stack 
trains. The project will clear 22 additional obstructions, including 11 in Maryland. The total cost is $446 million, funded by Maryland, federal 
grants, formula funding, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and CSX.

Norfolk Southern Access to the Port of Baltimore
NS accesses the Port of Baltimore via its Port Road Branch between Harrisburg, PA and Perryville, MD, and the Amtrak Northeast Corridor 
between Perryville, MD and Baltimore, MD. Limited clearance on the Northeast Corridor due to overhead catenary prevents NS operating 
double stack intermodal trains to/from the Port of Baltimore. Operation of NS freight trains over the Northeast Corridor is also restricted to off-
peak hours. Anticipated increases in passenger traffic and train speeds will increase pressure to separate passenger and freight operations. 
Separating passenger and freight operations would require infrastructure improvements between Perryville and Baltimore and additional 
improvements to clear obstructions on the NS Port Road Branch between Perryville and Harrisburg.
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Projects on Short Line and Excursion Railroads
Number of 
Projects

Cost 
(Millions)

Railroads are responsible for maintaining highway/rail grade crossing surfaces. One requested assistance maintaining crossings 1 $0.3

Several railroads would like assistance establishing/improving connections to customers either through sidings or spurs 3 $10.1

Several rail lines in Maryland cannot accommodate industry standard 286,000 pound railcars and would like to upgrade their rail 
lines to accommodate heavier railcars

3 $12.0

One tourist railroad is separated from the general rail network and would like to reestablish the connection to provide freight service 1 $0.1

Some short line rail infrastructure is in poor condition. Railroads would like assistance to rehabilitate their tracks to a state of good 
repair to better serve their customers

6 $30.6

Transload facilities enable the transfer of freight between truck and rail, so that customers can benefit from rail without direct 
access. Several railroads would like to establish/improvetransload facilities.

3 $1.7
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Other Maryland Rail Needs
During the preparation of the Maryland State Rail Plan, stakeholders have suggested additional rail needs.

Safety and Crossing Issues
Within Maryland are 1,309 grade crossings, of which 704 are on public roadways. Maryland continues to improve the safety at crossings, 
primarily through the federal Railway-Highway Crossings (Section 130) program, which funds crossing safety improvements. Maryland will also 
work with stakeholders to reduce other types of rail-related risks, such as preventing trespassers from entering railroad rights-of-way.

Class I Capacity and Fluidity
Several improvements have been proposed to increase the capacity and fluidity on NS and CSX rail lines. Some of these projects could also 
benefit passenger rail services that share these corridors.
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