
City of Bowie 
15901 Fred Robinson Way 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 RECEIVED 

October 06, 2026 OCT 16 2026 

The Honorable Kathryn Thomson, Secretary 
Maryland Departm ent of Transportation 

SECRETAAV'S OFFICE 
DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 

720 I Corporate Center Drive 
Hanover, Maryland 21076 

RE: City of Bowie 2026-2027 Transportati on Prioriti es 

Dear Secretary Thomson: 

The City of Bowie would like to submit its transportation fundin g priori t ies for 2026-27, which 
was the subj ect of a briefin g at City Hall on September 21, 2026. We fully recognize funding I imitations, 
but these priority improvements are important fo r safety, economic development, transport of people and 
goods, and fo r strengthening our communities. 

Local Road Improvement Priorities 

The City's highest transportation priori t ies fo r roadway construction include the fo llowing five projects. 
MD 197 is the City Council's highest transportation priority. 

• MD 197 (Prince George ' s County, CTP, Line 14 ): 
FULLY FUND RIGHT-OF-WAY AND CONSTRUCTION 

The State Highway Administration is mov ing ahead with a re-design of Preliminary Engineering plans fo r 
the project. The engineering phase of the FY 2026-2031 CTP is presently underway. According to the 
FY 2026-31 State CTP, Prince George's County contributed $1.0 million toward planning. MDOT is able 
to advance thi s project to the Engineering phase because of the funding provided by the Governor and 
Legislature in the last sess ion. The goal of this project is to widen and upgrade the current single- lane 
portion of MD 197 to a multi-lane divided hi ghway, spanning 1.4 miles from Kenhill Drive to MD 450. 
The average daily traffic in 2025 was 31,000 vehicles, and by 2045, it is expected to reach 44,3 00. 

According to MDOT SHA Intern et Traffic Monitoring System (]TMS), the exi ting, two- lane section is 
already severely congested in the mornin g and evening peak periods. The lack of roadway capacity has 
resulted in ever-increasing di vers ion of traffic from MD 197 onto the City's local street system. In 
additi on, there are continuing concerns vo iced by res idents about pedestrian afety and access from the 
side streets. In response to numerous safety inc idents, a mid-block cross ing was insta lled recently near 
the Foxhill Park entrance. The State Highway Admini stration held a public open house to show the design 
plans and details to attendees on July 22nd

, 2024. Maps and di spl ays hi ghlighted the proposed 
improvements. MD 197 is ready fo r the State's investment of ri ght-of- way and construction fu ndin g in 
the next CTP. As you may know, City res idents have been wait ing fo r re lief from this harmful 
congestion bottleneck fo r more than three decades. The advancement of the MD 197, Co llington Road 
project is currently one of the top State Roads and Highway projects fo r Prince George's County. 
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Thank you for thi s opportu ni ty to provide our recommendations. We will be more than happy to 
discuss them. 

Sincerely, 

//~VL(I/ ~ ' 
Bowie C ity Council 
Michael P. Esteve 
Mayor 

cc: The Honorable Ronald L. Watson, Ph .D., State Senator 
The Honorable Marvin E. Holmes, Delegate 
The Honorable Ad rian Boafo, Delegate 
The Honorable Kym Tay lor, Delegate 
The Honorable Krysta l Oriadha, County Cou ncil Chair 
The Honorable T imothy J. Adams, County Council Member 
The Honorable Wala Blegay, Coun ty Council Member At-Large 
The Honorable Aisha N. Braveboy, County Executive 
The Honorable Kev in A . Anderson, Prince George ' s County Planning Board Chairman 
Mr. William Pines, SHA Adm ini strator 
Mr. Derek L. Gunn, P.E. , SHA District Engineer 
Mr. Randy Clarke, WMATA General Manager/CEO 
Ms. Oluseyi Olugbenle, Maryland Depaiiment of Transportation Deputy Secretary 



City of Bowie 
15901 Fred Robinson Way 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 

October 06, 2026 

The Honorable A isha N . Braveboy 
Prince George ' s Coun ty Executi ve 
County Admini strati on Building 
U pper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 

RE: C ity of Bowie 2026-2027 Tran sportati on Priorities 

Dear County Executive Braveboy: 

On September 2 1st 
, 2026, the Bowie C ity Council reviewed the C ity 's Transportation Priori ty 

List. We wish to provide you with thi s letter to highli ght our priorities fo r State and County 
transportation fac iliti es . Below are the C ity of Bowie ' s transportation priorities and recommendations. 
We ask that you give them careful consideration and we would like to work with you on them to improve 
transportation, mobility , and the qua li ty of life in the County and C ity. 

1. County Capital Improvement Program 

Church Road - Improving Church Road is the C ity's top priori ty fo r Coun ty roads. A n enhancement 
project has been in the CIP fo r several years, but it has not moved fo rwa rd . Unfortunately, Church Road's 
$9.9 million upgrade project is still li sted as "to be determined" and fa ll s under the proposed FY 2027-32 
CIP's "Beyond 6 Years" category (tota l project costs have increased due to inflation). Concerning Church 
Road, we have taken into consideration three crucial elements fo r improvement. Between Woodm ore 
Road and MD 214 (Central Avenue), Church Road will receive geometric and safety improvements as 
part of the project. In addition, we urge the County to prioriti ze completing Church Road by funding the 
miss ing half-mil e link from north of Fairwood Parkway to MD-450. In addition to loca l roadway 
realignm ents, added shoulders, and improved drainage south of Woodm ore Road, thi s critical connection 
will establish an effi c ient east-west artery. Ultimately, this project w ill ease congestion, shorten 
commutes, enhance neighborhood connectiv ity, and boost economic deve lopment. 

Race Track Road - The C ity Council supports continued funding for pedestrian safety and aesthetic 
landsca ping improvements to Race Track Road. There is av id community support fo r the project. We 
understand that the County is still funding thi s proj ect and has inform ed the City that it has offi cia lly 
restarted the project to des ign a portion of the project in-house. The Coun ty w ill be ho lding design 
meetings which City staff will partic ipate in. The Race Track Task Force recomm ends a complete street 
cross section and extending the limits of the proj ect past the Race Track. The City apprec iates your help 
to address the many safety cha llenges on Race Track Road. 

US 301 Improvements - Thi s crucial corridor has been a challenge for decades, serving as a vita l 
regional, state, coun ty, and munic ipa l artery that spans the entire length of both the C ity and County . 
While surrounding areas nort h in Anne Arundel County and south in Prince George's oun ty a lready 
have acti ve or budgeted improvements, the section within C ity limits urgently need attention, especiall y 
s ince reg ional connectiv ity mea ns upgrades in one area d irectly impact perfo rm ance e lsewhere. 
Addre ing these issues is critical because de lay ing these repairs only compounds ex isting safety hazards, 
deepens regional bottlenecks, and fo rces motori sts to endure worsening daily gridlock as surrounding 
juri di ction pull ahead with their own projects. Furthermore, wa iting ri sks leav ing this munic ipal 
segment as a permanent chokepo int that undennines the heavy investm ent being made elsewhere al ong 
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Bowi e strong ly encourages Prince George's County, MOOT, and the selected jo int deve lopment partners 
(BSU MARC Communi ty Partne rs and Mo a ic Development Partne rs N /Campus Apartments) to 
incorporate a pedestrian connection from the MARC/A mtrak ra il line connecting the Bowie State MARC 
Stati on directly to Lemon Bridge Road/Jericho Park . C ity staff is co llaborating closely w ith MDOT to 
di scuss potentia l acti ve transporta ti on infrastructure projects and explore how we can furth er coordinate 
our efforts around the MARC Tra in Station and the adj acent tra il systems. The C ity recently completed 
the construction of a trail connecti on fro m Falling Waters Ct to Jericho Park, adding to the City's trail 
network . Establi shing thi s proposed connect ion will further the visio n of the Bowie Mitchell ville and 
Vic inity Master Pl an, the City's Tra il Ma ter Plan, and M-NC PPC by c lo ing a cri tica l multi -modal gap, 
improving safe acces to regional transit, and expanding non-motori zed connect ivity fo r surrounding 
communities. 

3. State Transportation Priorities 

The C ity Coun cil's top obj ecti ve for proj ects that mi ght receive State fundin g are out lined in the letter 
that is attached and addressed to Transportation Secretary Kathryn Thom on. The rehabilitation of MD 
197 (Collington Road) between Kenhill Drive and Relocated MD 450 (#4 on County list - State 
Roads & Highways) remains the City's top priority for State roadway facilities. 

The C ity Counc il appreciates your tim e and dedication to improving transportation planning and 
for your commitm ent to serving the residents of Bowie. Thank you fo r thi s opportuni ty to provide our 
recommendati ons. 

Sincerely, 

/flLL/t ~ . 
Bowie C ity Council 
Mi chael P . Esteve 
Mayor 

Attachment #1: Letter to Kath ryn Thomson dated October 06, 2026 

cc : The Honorable Ronald L. Watson, Ph .D ., State Senator 
The Honorable Marvin E . Ho lm es, Delegate 
The Honorable Adri an Boafo, Delegate 
The Honorable Kym Tay lor, De legate 
The Honorable Krysta l O riadha, Coun ty Council Chair 
The Honorable Tim othy J. Adams, Coun ty Counc il Member 
The Honorable Wala Blegay, Coun ty Council Member At-Large 
The Honorable Kev in A. A nderson, Prince George's Coun ty Pl anning Board Chairman 
Mr. William Pines, SHA Admini trator 
Mr. Derek L. G unn, P.E., SHA Distri ct Eng ineer 
Mr. Randy Clarke, WM A TA General Manager/CEO 
Ms. O luseyi O lugbenle, Maiy land Department o f Transportation Deputy ecretary 
Mr. James Hunt, M-NC PPC Actin g Planning Director 


