




























 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mr. David Dahlstrom 
  Maryland Department of Planning 
 
FROM: Ian Beam 
  Maryland Department of Transportation 
  Office of Planning and Capital Programming 
 
DATE: July 19, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: Town of North East Comprehensive Plan-2004; 

2012 Plan Amendment 
 
RE:  Review and Comment 
 
 
 
 
 The following comments are amalgamated from the Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) and several modal administrations in response to the Town of North 
East Comprehensive Plan-2004; 2012 Plan Amendment. 
 
 
SHA 
 
General Comments: 

 
• The goals outlined in the Town of North East comprehensive plan, including providing 

more options for bicycle travel, improving the mobility and access of pedestrians and 
bicyclists, and expanding opportunities for intermodal access are consistent the SHA’s 
goals. 
  

• The SHA agrees with the objective of the comprehensive plan, which is to protect the 
traffic-carrying capacity of the three major routes servicing the town (US Route 40, MD 
272, and MD 7) in the event of future development, promotes safe and efficient travel to 
and within the Town.  The SHA appreciates the opportunity to continue to partner with 
the Town of North East, to ensure necessary road improvements are made as 
developments occur, in order to provide a safe and balanced transportation network.   

 



 
 
 
Element/Page Specific Comments: 
 
Objectives, Page 3.3-3.4 
 

• The objective of the Town to connect existing and planned pedestrian improvements to 
the Elk Neck Trail and to the Town Park may qualify for the Transportation 
Enhancement Program (TEP) funding or for Recreational Trails Program funding.  The 
SHA would be happy to work with the Town of North East and the Elk Neck Trails 
Association on a potential TEP or Recreational Trails Program application.  

 
Existing Transportation Facilities, Page 3.5-3.13 
 

• The map in Chapter 3 on page 6 titled “Senior Services and Community Transit-
Perryville Connection” is difficult to read.  The map maybe more legible if it was zoomed 
into the Town of North East.  

 
Transportation Planning and Programming, Page 3.14-3.22  

• Under the Level of Service Policy section, please include the SHA on developing the 
approach to minimum Level of Service (LOS) standards.  

 
• On page 3.15, there are five funding stages to a MDOT project: planning, design, right-

of-way, utilities, and construction.   
 
• On the first bullet on page 3.17, please add SHA and the Maryland Department of 

Transportation (MDOT) on the list of partners to coordinate with on bicycle, pedestrian, 
and transit improvements. 
 

• The SHA recommends that the widening of MD 272 should terminate at the US 40 
intersection to avoid widening through the downtown of North East.     
 

• The SHA has developed a concept for pedestrian crossings at the intersection of US 40 
and MD 272, and has secured a consultant for a concept for a sidewalk installation along 
the east side of Maudlin Avenue from Irishtown Road to the existing sidewalk at Church 
Street.  We look forward to partnering with the Town on these improvements.   
 

Recommendations, Page 3.22-3.28 
 

• On page 3.25, please note that reserved spots can only be located off-site and not along 
any State owned roads.   

 
• On page 3.25, the fifth and the eighth bullet are the same.  

 



• On page 3.25, please note that the turning radius should be determined by the types of 
vehicles using the road.  
 

• In the Pedestrian Capital Improvement Program, the consolidated list of proposed 
pedestrian improvement projects can be generated in ArcGIS and SHA would be willing 
to work with the Town of North East on this effort for the sidewalks along the state 
maintained roads.   

 
• On page 3.27, please consider encouraging commercial development, which are located 

at the intersection, to have entrances that front the intersection to encourage patrons to 
use the marked crosswalks.  

 
Pedestrian Guidelines, Page 3.30-3.38 
 

• The SHA requires a minimum of 60 inches on sidewalks along SHA’s right-of- way.  
Please consider this as minimum standard for all sidewalks in the Town.   
 

• Please clarify if a trail is intended for both cyclists and pedestrians.  If it is, the trial 
should be a minimum of 8 feet, preferably 10 feet. 
 

• Please clarify if raised crosswalks will or will not be considered on SHA facilities, as 
raised crosswalks are not allowed on State maintained roadways. 
 

• On page 3.33, in the first paragraph, please indicate if the signage shall comply with the 
Maryland Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MdMUTCD).   
 

• Under “Plantings”, please note that the plantings should be installed to allow for proper 
sight distance for both vehicles and pedestrians.   
 

• On page 3.34, under “Crosswalk Materials”, all crosswalks should be white not yellow.  
In addition, any stamped concrete or asphalt along a state road will require SHA’s 
approval as well.   
 

Maps and Graphics, Page 3.42-3.61 
 

• In the Maps and Graphics section, please consider labeling the roads on the maps and 
making sure the symbol markings are consistent throughout.  
 

• On Map G2, please consider a crosswalk across the Walmart entrance off of Razor Strap 
Road to improve safety for pedestrians going from the residential area to the Walmart.    

 
• Many of the maps indicate sidewalk gaps in the local network; does the Town have plans 

to fill in these gaps to complete the sidewalk network?  An example would be the 



residential community south of Rolling Mill Road on Map G3 and the missing segments 
along Sycamore Drive to US 40, as shown on Map G6.   
 

• To provide safer and more convenient access for pedestrians, please consider adding 
sidewalks to both sides of US 40 and MD 272 within the limits of the Town.  
 

• On Mechanics Valley Road, please consider adding sidewalks on both sides of the road.  
 

• In order to improve pedestrian access to the proposed multi-family housing development 
near the intersection of US 40 and MD 272 shown on Map G5, please consider a 
sidewalk connection through McDonalds to US 40.   

 
• On Map G10, there are two crosswalks proposed along MD 7 at the school.  SHA 

recommends that there be only one crosswalk, preferably closest to the transit stop.  Also, 
it difficult to differentiate between the new sidewalks and the new hiking trail connection. 
 

• Map G11 shows missing sidewalk segments on MD 7 between MD 272 north and 
southbound traffic.  Please consider including this missing section in order to improve the 
sidewalk network in the Town. 
 

• On page 3.41, the plan mentions a trail connection from Elk Neck State Park to the North 
East Community Park, however, this connection is not shown on Map G13.   

 
• Please clarify what the red arrow in Map G15 references.  

 
Please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Eric Beckett, SHA’s Regional Planner for Cecil County, if 
you have any questions or need clarification.  He can be reached at 410-545-5666, toll free 1-
888-204-4828 or via email at ebeckett@sha.state.md.us. 
 
 
MTA 
 
 
TOD, where workable, is consistent with State and MDOT initiatives on Smart Growth, TOD 
Development, and the MDOT US 40 Carbon Reduction Corridor Study in adjacent Harford and 
Baltimore Counties. 
 
Page 13 describes what a TOD is and speaks about TOD in the Town of Northeast, in 
anticipation of MARC service extension to Elkin and Newark that would also stop at Northeast, 
thus closing “The Gap”, and Express Bus Service between Newark and Aberdeen/Baltimore, 
perhaps in the interim.   
 
The MTA BRAC Commuter Bus Study evaluated Express Bus service from New Castle County, 
Delaware and Cecil County to APG/Aberdeen but such service was not funded. MDOT reps and 



MTA met twice in Delaware with DELDOT, DART & WILMAPCO on possible joint funding 
of service. 
 
Subscription Bus service to APG from NJ and Delaware has been operated using Federal TIP 
($125) Benefits. 
 
As understood by MTA, Greyhound service provided (one AM and one PM stop) was based on 
connecting the Rural Area of Northeast to the urban areas of Baltimore and Wilmington/Newark. 
 
Page 17 talks about the WILMAPCO scope of work prepared on behalf of the Town of Northeast  
for the preparation of a TOD Plan. The Plan would look to focus Town development in a TOD 
manner, bring residential and mix-uses in proximity with Local Bus (LOTS) service, walking , 
biking, carpooling, vanpooling, and ready for possible future MARC and Express Bus Service. 
 
It would be good to share the TOD scope of work with MTA, MDOT Planning and MDOT Real 
Estate if not done so already. 
 
The reference to commuter lots is one facility that is not currently served by MTA Commuter 
Bus and there are no plans to use it in the future. 
 
Also, MTA is not the Maryland Transit Authority; the correct term is the “Maryland Transit 
Administration”. Amtrak service is not available in Perryville, Aberdeen is the closest Amtrak 
stop and it is probably 20 miles west of Northeast. There is no Commuter Bus service mentioned. 
 
 
MDOT 
 
Stakeholders should be reminded that extension of rail service to North East is not anticipated to 
become a cost-effective use of limited transit dollars for quite some time.   MDOT encourages,  
however, the adoption of these land use principles as  a matter of practice for many reasons – 
including potential to better serve the population with transportation alternatives (walking, 
biking, bus, and potentially future rail).  Studies have shown that adoption of land use principles 
associated with transit-oriented development have many benefits, that are likely to benefit the 
community in terms of long term economic viability and environmental sustainability well 
before conditions support introduction of rail service.  
 
Comments/Concerns: 
 
• Good explanation to town residents regarding the transportation planning and capital 
programming process. 
 
• North East’s vision is in line with State transportation goals: Promoting community 
design for pedestrians and cyclists, improving road conditions and minimizing impacts of future 
development, and planning for transit oriented development.  
 



• The goals and objectives paint a wide brush stroke. Possibly separate objectives in to 
short and long term and list them under the specific goals they attempt to achieve. (pg3-2 to 3-4) 
 
• “Use Maryland Program Open Space funds to implement desired pedestrian and bicycle 
routes, paths, and trails (pg 3-4).” – Other programs to take advantage of are: Maryland 
Bikeways Program; Transportation Enhancements Program; Safe Routes to School Program 
 
• Ridership on and demand for transit services (3-5 to 3-7). Has research been completed 
on home to work trips in North East? This information is important for determining the need for 
rail or bus transit to and from surrounding cities.  
 
•  “Arterial highways are designed to maintain homogeneous neighborhoods and to serve 
as boundaries between various neighborhoods (pg 3-8).” If understood correctly, we want to try a 
minimize this type of single use development – focusing more on mixed use, walkable 
neighborhoods as much of the plan amendment describes.  
 
• Pg 3-10 If possible, please provide WILMAPCO LOS data in an appendix. 
 
• Pg 3-13 TOD is much more successful when it is focused around an existing transit 
station. It may be too soon to focus resources on developing TOD until a station has been located 
and constructed in the town.  
 
• Pg 3-14 Please clarify this statement: “The bus travel path will be designed to limit 
exposure to automobile parking areas.” 
 
 



 
 


