,,,;
Vi

2024 RAISE Grant Application

Opportunities for Access and
Connectivity at Reisterstown
Plaza Metro Station

Project Description

N

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION




M’ Opportunities for Access and Connectivity at

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT Reisterstown Plaza Metro Station
OF TRANSPORTATION

1. Project Description

The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDO/gryland Transit Administration (MT#)seeking
$4,690,700in Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and E¢BR&SE)lanningfunds
to advance critical multimodaccessconnectivity and pedestrian safegnhancements around the
Reigerstown PlazaMetro Station(Station)ona ¢ ! efro service(Figure 1) TheOpportunities for
Access and Connectivity at ReisterstowtazaMetro Station projectseelsto advancemultimodal
investmentsto improve MTAtransitservices and the Statiorreatecomplete streets and convenient
pedestrianacceson

surrounding roadsind Figurel. Project Map and Key Conceptual Improvements

trails, and enabldransit-
Oriented deve|opment -I Reisterstown Plaza Station Transit-Oriented Development
(TO D):h rough improved _ Infrasiructure Projects - Key Map

land use angbarking —3
consolidationto
30percentdesign and
throughNational
Environmental Policy Act
review. MDOTis also
seeking funding for
required grant
administration,
interagency collaboration,
and public outreach
efforts necessary to
implement this
community-driven project.
The specifigrant
activitiesincludethe
following:

Station Area Access and Transit Enhancements

Determinefeasible options to relocatthe existing MTAusserviceto be directly connected
with the subway stationConsiderhe bus loogfor an MTATierl or Il Trander Centerandthe
potential for anenhanced layover facilityvith zero-emission bughargingand additional
MTA bus servicgto the Station.

Determine feasible options to createtransitplaza at the subway station to allow for
seamlessider pickup and droff services from both publigViTA)and private
(transportation network comparjproviders.

Study the feasibility of removing the existing pedestiamrpassstructure, whichdepends
on Americans with DisabilsAct (ADA) improvements on Wabash Avertoesnhance
community visual appeal.
Determine feasible options to create a new shatest trail from Verti®?arkDrive to Metro
Drive,which wouldprovide access to the Seton Busindzark, a key employment
destination.

Complete Streets and\ccessibilityimprovements

Determine feasible options to enhancedgestrian safety andseraccess, to include new
ADAcompliantcrossings, sidewalks, traffic calming, and inviting public green spaces, on
Wabash Avenue and Patterson Avenue.
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Shared Ride an@arking Consolidation

Determine feasible options teeconfigurethe existing onsite parking infrastructure to a
multilevel gaage that will include sustainability elementddctric vehicleeharging and
bicycle parking) to unlockODopportunities.

Grant Administration, Interagency Coordinatigmand Public Outreach

Funding would support MTA grant administration and implementatiorbehalf of
subrecipientfund an equity analysis as part of the feasibility study, sungbort a robust
public outreach plan.

TheStation whichopened in 1983 is the last stop within the city limits in northwest Baltimoiiée
MTAMetro systemattracts48,000 average weekdaigers @s of second quarte2023) and theheavy
rail system provides frequent service from Owings Mills in Baltimore County to Johns Hdpkiessity
and downtown Baltimore Cit{An existing bus loop on the gang lot south of WabasAvenue
provides spaces for a bus stop layover for up to two buses and pickupddfob MobilityLink and
rideshare serviceSheloopisservedby LocalLink 82, which connectsdestinationsin northwest
Baltimore Citywith appoximate 30minute frequenciesA pedestriaroverpasonnectsaboveWabash
Avenue tathe MTA ParlandRide lot with nearly 700 parking spaces February 2024 MTA
observational report notedveekday parkingiseat 10 percentof availablesupply. ADAparking, bicycle
parking and bus dropoff space is also providadirectly under the Statioon the east side of Wabash
Avenue.

In June 202, MDOT entered an exclusive negotiating privilege agreement with Wabash Development
Partners (WDP) to pursue a TODthe site.The TOas beerd dzA RS R 2020Statibrt ADed
ConceptPlan (Attachmen), which encouragesustainable, connected, and multimodidvelopment
RAISE funding would advance several identified infrastructure improvements froGotaept Plan

Additionally, there has beemore recent detailedireaplanningthat recognizedi KS / A& 2 F
Complete Streetmitiatives prioritizingwvalking biking,and transit as well as collaborativeand
comprehensiveffort that includesthe Cityof Baltimorea 5 h ¢ Qa IR&aFEst@i&ssan®EEonomic

Development (OREMMTA and WIP. Thiscollaborativeeffort has ypdated the2020Concept Plan,
recognizing reduced emphasis on drive up passerigdes/or ofpeople living nearby and able to walk,
bicycle, or be dropped ofit the station.This was possible due partto demand andhe proximity of
nearby stations withunderusedparking

The Stations withina defined
Climate and Economic Justice
Screening Tool historically
disadvantaged community
(Census Tract 24510280102)
and Area of Persistent Poverty
(Figure 2)Residents
experiene disproportionate
chronic health and housing
affordabilityburdens.

Figure2. Project Location Map
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t American Public Transit Association. 2028cond Quarte2023Ridership Reparhttps://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/2023Q2-
APTARIdership.pdf
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1.1 Transportation Challenges

Both MDOT anthe Baltimore City Department Figure3. Adjacent Essential Destinations
of Transportation (BCDOMave long identified t|

access challenges to the Station as a barrier
neighborhoodconnectivity commercial
developmentandincrea®d transit ridership. 4% ./ N8 . 5
Since 2005the Baltimore Citypepartment of D/ e R OO
Planring has identifiedhe current A G- s 8L 7y
configurations ofWabash and Patterson g
Avenuesas impediments to commercial RS

growth, access tdransit, andpotential TOD

opportunitiesat the Station? Wabash Avenue, ;
an unfinished sitane arterial road initially
intended © expand andctonnect theinterstate
systemat Interstate (-) 695 (Baltimore
Beltway) andI-795 (Northwest Expressway)
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hinders safe and convenient access to transit 1
andessential destination@~igure 3)Because N

WabashAvenuewas never connectedeyond s A2 e, *
the Patterson Aveueintersection,it is e A W e i’lf:ﬁf?:’é‘i?{
considerably wider than warranted by traffic W R e MTA Northivest

demand.The lack of pedestrian X Nortrwest
accommodation alongvabash Avenuanda i ' S
midblockdesire linerouteto the { U | Ufar@ y| Legend —F et

Study Area
¥ Reisterstown Station % Destinations Parcels

gates causeTA toprovide anelevated A o saimore wetro sisway B Sdon of Pevaraert
pedestrian crossingccessd by an escalator oS! e e £273 county
from the Statior) &@est sideparkinglot in
1983 which was renovated in 200RattersonAvenue is a major eastest corridorthat connecs
Liberty RoadNlaryland Route§ID] 26) and Risterstown Road (M40). It widens tofour lanes
approaching Wabash Avenue through to Reisterstown Rodd.5 h Str&egic Highway Safety Plan
identified Patterson Avenueear the Station as a hot spot forashes andpecifically pedestriaand

cyclist crashesg.

Social Security
M, Administration

In addition to access, connectivity from the Statiomearby employers is lacking. The nearby Seton

Business Park is occupied by the FandDrug Administration, American Red Cross, FutureCare,
ComcastMTA Police, the Northwest Bus Division, The Arc, Neainfist Baptist Church, Social Security
Administration, andbther employers Despite nearby employment opportunities aptbximityto fixed-

rail transit,bus services are limitegear theStation. MTABusy H a SNXWSa uUKS {uluA2yQa
lot. However,opportunitiesto increasebus transit services and connections to rail tramsuld be

enabled bynew development better connectivity amongrea destinations, and relocatecbus loop

within the Stationzong which would creatadditional layover and operatesupporive infrastructure

MTA bus routesurrently serving Reisterstown Roadterminating atthe nearby Rogers Avenue Metro
Stationhave the potentiato be redesignedor extendedto servethe Reisterstown Plazsletro Station

The Station area has been identified by both MDOT and BCDONCH30aportunity areafor nearly
two decadesIn 2023 the Stationareawasformally recognizedsa Maryland Designated Transit
Oriented Development Sitfor the purpose®f agency coordination, collaboratipand investment
However, effortdoy multi-jurisdictionalagencies andevelopment partners t@oordinate and
collaboratehaveshownthat for the TOD investmentb realize its transformative potentidbr the

2Baltimore City Department of Plannirg012.Northwest Community Plammg Forum2012Update
https://planning.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Northwest%20Comm.%20Forum. pdf

3 Baltimore City Department of Transportatid?022.Baltimore City Strategic Highway Safétyan 20222026
https://transportation.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Baltimore%20City%20SHSP%20Part%201.pdf

Project Description 3



https://planning.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Northwest%20Comm.%20Forum.pdf
https://transportation.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Baltimore%20City%20SHSP%20Part%201.pdf

m Opportunities for Access and Connectivity at

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT Reisterstown Plaza Metro Station
OF TRANSPORTATION

broader areapast decisions related to incomplete and agentrictransportationinfrastructuremust
also be addressed

1.2 Project Opportunities

If funded, this grant will all@ MTA and itpartnersto develop shoveteady projects to collectively
address multjurisdictional challenges toreatingsafe comfortable,and accessiblaccess to the Station
site and surrounding essential destinations, enabling economic gramdrstrongeiconnectivity to
existing transit service@igure 4) Additionally, if awarded, this grant and the project will provide both
MTAandBCDOTcritical lessongearned to apply to our reinvigorated commitment to investing in TOD
opportunities across the Cityf 8altimore and the State of Maryland.

MDOT entered into an exclusive negotiating privilege agreementWiitPto develop the current

parking siteénto amixeduseTOD Development of MDO®wned property adjacent to MTA rail stations

is coordinated by thtMDOTOREDN conjunction with the MTA Office of Real Estate. Additionally,

MDOT ORED, in consultation with other state agencies and local jurisdiction partners, designates specific
sites as TOD Areas. The TOD designation sighiéiethe proposed develoment is within0.5 mile of

GNF yaAids LINPGARSEA | LINBTSNBy Qilated programdidnd thxy RQa { dza
incentives, and allows MDOT to more closely coordinate with the local land use agency on site
development! The award wilkllow WDPto create a sitedevelopmentplan forapproximately 25 acres
(approximately3 acres zoned TOB and 22acres zoned TOB) of unimproved land and surface parking

lots at the Station The area is a large parcel of land adjacerth®Station located at 6300 Wabash

Avenue in Baltimore Cityhich isideal for a TODI'he developer will enteinto a Master Development
Agreement with theSate of Maryland(expected to occur in 2028nce anegotiatedsite plan is agreed

on.

Figure4. Conceptual Before and After Conditions at the Reisterstown Plaza Metro Station

4Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development. Sustainable Communities: Partnering to Revitalize Maryland
Communitieshttps://dhcd.maryland.gov/Communitieffocuments/dn/Benefits3-2.pdf.
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